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PREFACE. 


Brine: lately in London, and n there with this 
excellent Sermon, I proeured it. And upon reading it, 


thought that the publication 'of it now, might, under the 


blessing of God, be beneficial to some; as it eomtains ma» 


15 ny Judicious observations on the awful Subject of A. x, 
Wien this Nation is now deeply involved in, and greatly 
afflicted With. The Author takes up this Subject in a mo- 


ral and religious point of view, as becomes the Divine, 


and handles it piously, with much ingenuity and accuracy. 
He proves convincingly, that the dreadful Judgment of 


War receives its commission from e Lonp God. or 


Hosrs, wherever it comes, and that all its dreadful hor» 


tors are over-ruled by uu, for the benefft of his Church. 
l And his remarks serve to give animation to the ne; in 
looking above all secondary cauſes unto che Lord, who 2 
ruleth all; and in contraating the dreadful horrors uf War 
with the joyful blessings of Prack. The quarrel. of God's 
& Covenant | is as. nee, with as cloſe application 
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PREFACE! 


unto the times now rann over us, as if the Sermon had 


been PING. yesterday. And we N the Reader will 


M 


| carefully observe the particular eins, which are. here 


clearly proven to be the procuring cauſe of War, when 


% 


persisted in; and then he will. see with great evidence, 


that the dreadſul War, Where with Great - Britain and Ire - 


land are now awfully afflicted, is, The, Goprnant: Avenging 


Sword Brandiched (And amid the numerous advantages | 
attending the publication of this Sermon now, this is one, 


to prove clearly that moral evil is the procuring, cause ot 


War. we have often insisted upon this in public. And od” 


the. Public will hereby see, that others have done 80 also. 


And from this important consideration, we have n the 


necessity of repentance and reformation, in order to 2 


ſcape this awful judgment. And upon this ground we 
fu mly believe, from the word of God, that without re- 
pentance and. reformation both in Church and State, 


this Nation will come immediately to ruin. We 


had some observations on this subject; but finding that 


to insert them here, would turn this Preface into a Treatise, 


we have not printed them at this time. This Sermon is 


warranted genuine: and it is published from the London 


Copy, printed in the Year 1643. Some Latin ? Marginal 


Notes, in che London Copy, are left out in this Editiop, 
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because they add nothing to the sense, and are of no 


service to the English Reader. The Sermon is exactly tlie 


same as in the London Copy, without any alteration: And 


| it. affords a specimen of the manner of Preaching in the. 


me of Reformation. And that the Lord may bless it 


for the edification and comfort of the Reader, at this eriti- 


cal time, is the earnest desire of the Poblisher of this 
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| | | 
Bb: To the Honorable House of Commons, 
| | | assembled in Parliament. 1 
Mi | Els Vineyard whereof God hath made you Keepers, 
# || I cannot but ſee that nothing is wanting on your part. 
i For you have endeavoured To it by kettlel Militia. | 
S. to gather out Malignants as tone to plant it with men 
3. pfl piety and truſt as choice vineg; to build the tower of a 
Fo powerful Ministry in the midft of it; and alſo to make a 
winepress therein for the ſqueezing of Delinquents. God 
FS forbid that inſtead of the grapes of thankful acknowledg- 

4 ments, any ſhould bring forth wild grapes of cenſures and 

__ obiiquies. Your care and pains formerly taken for the re- 

; coaciling of Scotland, as alſo for the reducing of Ireland, 

4 and reforming of England, ever ſince, have been ſo eonſpicu- 


ous, that in applying to your wiſe and Honorahle Senate that 
comprecation we read of in the Prophet Feremiah, “ The 

Lord bleſs thee, O habitation of juſtice aid mountain of ho- 
 lineſs;?” I ſhall but publith, crier-like, the votes of all well. 
affected in Chriſtendom. You are now engaged in a way 


| of ſuch heroic deſigns, as poſterity cannot chuſe but ſet the 
| ſtamp of never-dying honor upon. O kiſs the Son, leſt 
{| he be angry, and ye periſh in the way.” Kits, and ye ſhall 
* be re-ſaluted : ſome meaſure of that bleſſing of bleſſings pe- 
8 tir ioned for in the Song of Songs, Let him kiſs me with 


the kiſſes of his mouth, for thy love is better than wine, ? 
hall undoubtedly befal you. Artabazus, a courtier, re- 
be ceived. from King Cyrus a cup of gold; at the fame time, 
| Chrysantes; the beloved favourite, received a kiſs from him, 
which the other obſerving, ſaid, (as Xenophon reports it) 
Ed: „Ihe cup you gave me was not ſo good gold as the kiſs you 
= 5 gave Chrysantes.” Believe it, noble and generous worthies, 
ail the treaſures of this world is no way comparable to one 
___kils of Chriſt's mouth, one beam of his favour, one drop of 
his grace, Do you go on to manifeſt zeal for his name, 
and he will not fail to manifeſt love to your ſouls, It is not 
only fit but neceſſary that your privileges, laws and goods, 
ſhould {till be precious in your fight ; yet be ſure in point 
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| THE FEPISTLE DEDICATORY. 
of care to exalt the Ordinances of Chriſt above your own 
privileges, his Goſpel above your laws, his Glory above 
your. goods, Other wiſe. in caſe of diſ-ſeryice, the San can 
be angry, as well as the Father; yea, ſo great is the wrath 
of the Lamb, as the greateſt men upon earth cannoi with- 
ſtand it. Remarkable is that of Cajet in, who then com- 
menting upon Matthew, when the French ſoldiers having 
broken into Rome, offered all manner of abuſe and violence 
to the-clergy, inſerts. this paltage into his notes on chap v. 
verſe 13. (Ve are the ſalt of the earth; but if the ſalt have 
loſt its favour, wherewith ſhall it be ſalted? It is thenceforth 
good for nothing but to be caſt out, and to be troden under 
. of men :) We the Prelates of Rome, ſaith he, do now 
find the truth of this by woful experience, being become a 
ſcorn and prey not to Infidels, but Chriſtiaus, by the moſt 
- _ righteous judgment of God; becauſe we who by our places 
mould have been the ſalt of the earth, had loft our ſavour, 
and were good for little elſe but looking after the outward. 
Fites and revenues of the church. Hence is it that, to- 
gether with us, this whole city comes to be troden under foot 
_ this ſixth of May, Anno Dom. 1527.“ So dangerous'is it 
for office-bearers to degenerate; for ſuch as manage the pub- 
lic affairs of church or ſtate, not to ſpend their greateſt in-, 
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tention upon the great things of God. | 


If this poor Diſcourſe of mine may contribute the leaſt 
mite towards the quickening of your hearts in the way ever- 
laſting, I have enough. The world, no doubt, will pardon 
wy being ſeen in print, when it ſees an order for it. But 
if your own judicious eyes ſhall now difſike what your ears 
lately approved, (the ſame thing ſeldom appearing the ſame 
in a tranſient view and a permanent reviſal) if this Sermon's 
night - dreſs have rendered it ſomewhat too homely for the 
light of ſo knowing an age; be pleaſed to conſider that the 
Sword, the Covenant Avenging Sword, a tharp and 
harſh theme, requires rather keenneſs than ſmoothneſs' of 
ſtile; but chietly that my aim was to preach not myſelf, . 
but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and myſelf, your ſervant for 
Jeſus ſake, So „„ 
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by... 


 ANLLELTETELETEDLLETELEY 


Die Mercuri, 25th Jamary, 1642. 


Ir is ; this day ordered by the Commons 


House of Parliament, that Mr Solicitor do 


give thanks to Mr Arrowsmith, for the great 
pains he took this day in the Sermon he 


preached at the Public Fast at St Margaret's, . 
in the City of Westminster, at the infreaty 
of the said House; and it is desired that he 
do print his Sermon. And it is ordered, 
that no man shall presume to print his Ser- 
mon, but whom he shall authorise under 
his hand-writing. 


UH. Kerne, cur. Parl. D. Com. 


| 1 appoint Samuel Man to o print my Ser- 
mon. 
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Lviv. xxvi. 2 26. 


I will bring a $word upon you; that ball avenge. 
1 the re of my covenant, 


T6 (0k is a mitn of f Holannass as Anathemas; the 
1 two mounts Gerizzim and Ebal meet in this chap- 
ter. Five bleſſings are promiſed in caſe of obedience, from 


the third to the fourteenth verſe; from thence to the for- 


tieth, no leſs than four times five judgments threatened in 
| caſe of rebellion, as Piscator reckons up in his Analyſe, 
Such is the courſe of Divine Providence: where iniquity 
breaks faſt, calamity will be ſure to dine; to ſup where it 
dines, and to lodge where it ſupes. Juſtice requires that the 
cry of ſin ſhould be anſwered with an eccho of wrath : wit. _ 
neſs the words before my text, If you will not be reformed 
by theſe things, but will walk contrary unto me: then will I 


ao wa contrary unto you, and will puniſh you yet ſeven 
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times for your ſins.” Words that, well deſerve a gloſs, 
and with your leave ſhall have it. If ye will not be re- 
formed by theſe things,“ to wit, the fore-mentioned plagues. 
The end of God's ſtriking is to reform; the end of his re- 
forming, to ſave. He imbitters the creatures as with aloes, 
to wean us from them, and give our ſouls occaſion of ſeek- 
ing to thoſe full breaſts of the Lord Jeſus, which do even ake 


for want of drawing, and run moſt freely when they. are 


moſt heartily ſacked. For men to continue unreformed not- 


withſtanding theſe things, is a beſtial, yea diabolical part. 
“ Underſtand ye brutiſh among the people; he that chal- 
tiſeth the Heathen ſhall he not correct?“ Pſal. xciv. 8, 10. 


We may raiſe it a note hipher, and ſay, Underſtand ye 
deviliſh among the people; for to be always ſuffering, 


never repenting, is the property of infernal ſpirits. © But 


will walk contrary unto me:“ Von velle in velle 


in causa ect, non pose pretenditur. The plea is 


that men cannot; but the truth is, they will not do other- 


wiſe, being “ enemies in their minds,“ Coloſ. i. 21. The 


way of impenitence is a way of contrariety to God, whoſe 


holy law the rebel caſts behind his back. To Jeſus Chriſt: 


they being {worn enemies to his 5 chair, that hate 
to be reformed to his prieſtly cro 


them: As alſo to the holy Ghoſt, whom ſuch courſes do 


not only grieve, but vex; and not reſiſt only, but quench. 
«© Then will I alſo walk contrary unto you; that is, 


war againſt you by my judgments, as you have fought a- 


gaiuſt me by your ſins. ? Tis the nature of contraries ſo - 
to do: Frigida pugnabant calidis, humentia Siccly— 


heat and cold, moiſture and drought, expel each other. If 


men will needs be driving God out of their thoughts, 
ſpeeches, lives, no wonder if God expel them out of their 
health, eſtates, peace: Nothing more juſt than ſuch kind of 


retaliations which the ſcripture abounds with; ſee it pro- 


portioning jealouſy to jealouſy, and provocation to provoca- 
tion, Deut. xxxil. 21, * They have moved me to jealou- 
{y with that which is not God, they have provoked me to 
anger with their vanities : and I will move them to jealquſy : 
with thoſe that are not a people, I will provoke them to ang- 


s, that mind earthly things; 
to his Kingly Throne, that will not have him to reign over 
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er with a fooliſh nation.” Number to number, Iſa. xv. rr, 


12. © Ye are they that furniſh the drink- offering to that 


number, therefore will I number you to the ſword.” 


Choice to choice, Iſa. Ixvi. 3, 4. They have choſen their 
own ways, I will alſo chuſe their deluſions,” Deviſe to de- 
viſe, Mic. ii. 1, 3. Woe to them that deviſe iniquity ; 


therefore thus ſaith the Lord, bebold, againſt this family do 


I deviſe an evil.“ Frowardneſs to frowardneſs, Pſal, 


xvii, 26. With the pure thou ſhalt ſhew thyſelf pure, 
and with the froward thou wilt ſhew thyſelf froward :'? 
juſt as contrariety here to contrariety. And will puniſh you 


yet ſeven times for your ſins:“ By ſeven underſtand many 


times, as when it is ſaid, the barren hath born ſeven; and 
that in a diſemblers heart there are ſeven e eee | 


yet ſeven times, to wit, over and above what they ſuffer. 


ed before, ſeven times more, as it is here, verſe 18, 21. 
It being the Lord's manger of dealing, to afbict lphtly at 


firſt, but more grievouſly afterwards : where plaiſters. will 
not ſerve the turn, lancing may be looked for, if not dif- 
membering. Scorpions uſed to follow rods, and yokes of 
iron to be put on after yokes of wood. 

Hitherto of judgments in general, with the coherence 


| hinted to us, come we now to that particular in the text :- 
&« I will bring a ſword upon you, that ſhall avenge the 


quarrel of my eovenant. 
For the full improvement of which clauſe, may it pleaſe 


this Honorable and Chriſtian Aſſembly to lend ine atten- 


tive patient ears, till ! have opened and applied theſe three 
propoſitions. 


1. War is a judgment of God's own i 1 will 


bring a ſword.” 


2. The ſword is an inſtrument of vengeance : A ford c 


„ that ſhall avenge.” 
That which the ſword comes to avenge, is fone” quar- 
rel of God's Covenant ; “ Avenge the quarrel of 
my covenant.” 
Io the firſt of theſe, ſcripture gives frequent teſtimony; 


„Ve have feared the ſword, and I will bring a {word up- 


on you, ſaith the Lord God,” Ezeck. xi. 8. He it is that 


commands the ſword, Amos ix. 4. ; that ſayeth unto it, 
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ford be of God's bringing—then, 
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e Sword, go throvgh ſuch a land,” Ezek. xiv. 17. Its 
charge and commiſſion comes from him. O thou ſword 
of the Lord, how long will it ere thou be quiet? put up 
thy ſelf into thy ſcabbard, reſt and be ſtill. How can it be 
quiet, ſeeing the Lord hath given it a charge againſt Aſ- 
keion, and againſt the fea ſhore ? there hath he appointed 
it,“ Jer. xIvu. tothe end. To ſome it may perhaps ſeem, 
that Saint James determines otherwiſe, by what he hath 
left upon record, chap. iv. 1. from“ whence comes wars 


and fiphtings among you? come they not hence even of your 
luſts that war in your members?” And true it is, that the 
next cauſes of moſt wars are the luſts of men. Chrys0s- 


tome, ſpeaking of the church apoſtolical, and community of 


| 97 05 therein, hath this remarkable paſſage: Thoſe two 


rivilons words, (faith he) mine and thine, which ſince have. 


occaſioned ſo many wars, and ſo often ſet the world by the 


ears together, were baniſhed out of that pure aſſembly. 


_ Chriſtians then lived upon earth aSthe angels do in heaven, 


not diſagreeing among themſelves.” Vet all this notwith- 
ſtanding, ſuch is the {troke which Divine Providence hath 


in ordering the hearts of men, that God himſelf is truly ſaid 
to ny the ſword, which is drawn by their corruptions ; 


yea to ſend an evil ſpirit of contention among them, as once 
between Abimelech and the men of Sechem, Judg. ix. 23. 
Let us fee what may be infered from hence. If the 


First, It ſhall be ſurely at his diſpoſal. For it ſtands nct 
with the honour cf God to bring in what he cannot rule; as 
men ſometime bring an Elephant into the field, by which 
themſelves are over-maſtered. We may take for a maxim 


that which David ſaid to Goltah, © The battle is the 


Lords,” wholly his from firſt to Jaſt, He it is that muſ- 
ters the men, Iſa xiii. 4. The Lord of hoſts muſtereth 
the hott of the battle.” He that orders the ammunition, 
Jer. I. 25, ** The Lord hath opened his armory, and hath 


brought forth the weapons of his indipnation : for this is the 


work of the Lord God of hoſts in the land of the Chaldeans.“ 
He that renders the weapons vain or proſperous. © No 
weapon that is formed againſt thee ſhall proſper, Iſa. liv, 


laſt. Their arrows ſhall be as of a mighty expert man, 


once 
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none ſhall return in vain,” Jer. I. 9. He that ſtrengthens 


the one, and weakens the other parties arm :—* I will 
ſtrengthen the arms of the king of Vabylon, and put my 


{word in his hand; but I will break Pharaoh's armies, and 
he ſhall groan before lum with the aug of a deadly 
wounded man, Ezek. xxx. 24. 


Secondly, Uhen it is in his power to quiet it. Whatever 


God brings, he can take away : not as Satan and his ma- 
gicians in Egypt, who had power to inflict divers plagues, 
but none to remove any. The Lord challengeth both to 
himſelf, Iſa xlv. 7. form the light and create darkneſs 
I make peace, and create evil: 1 the Lord do all theſe 


things.” He can make wars to ceaſe, as well as to rage, 
Pal. xlvi. 8. 9. Come behold the works of the Lord, 
what deſolations he hath made in the earth; he maketh wars 

to ceaſe unto the ends of the earth, he breaketh the bow, 


and cutteth the [peer | in ſunder, be bur neth the chariot in 
the fire.“ 


Tyhirdly, Then let his people expect ſome kind of welfare 


in midſt of the moſt warlike combuſtions; for whatever God 
brings, ſhall work together for their good, Juatitiæ gla- 


dium. oleo misericordig Semper exacuit + his ſword is 


never whet and forbiſhed without oil; the oil of ſome mer- 
cy toward ſuch as hang.continually upon Chriſt, who is at 
once the Captain of the Lord's hoſt, and of their ſalva- 


tion.“ He knows how * to cover their heads in the day of 


battle, to redeem their ſouls from the power of the ſword :?? 


how to give them their lives for a prey,” as to Ba- 


ruch and Ebedmelech : how © to deſtroy whole hoſts of 


their enemies with a blaſt,” as that of $ henacherib. He can 


enable the worm Jacob to threſh mountains; wounded 


men to ſack and burn fenced cities.” Put the caſe they 


be worſted; the end of their falling by the ſword is to iy, 


and purge, and make them white. Put the caſe taken; 


is for no harm—the Lord ſent ſome religious captives of | 
Judah into the land of the Chaldeans for their good, as Je- 


remiah hath it. Put the caſe ſlain; they may, with Jocihh, 
be cut off in war, yet die in peace. 


Fourthiy, Then in time of war, let us all ber to look Ty 


beyond Feanday cauſes to his hand: * way ſoever che 
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bullet flies, lis directed by God whom to hit. Whenceſoever 


the ſword comes, it is bathed in heaven,“ Iſa. xxxiv. 5. 
A conſideration very effectual for enabling of patience to 


have its perfect work in bloody times, inclining the foul 


to ſay with Fob, after he had received intelligence of what 
havock was made among his ſervants and cattle, by Sabean 
and Chaldean bands; The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
taken away, bleſſed be the name of the Lord,” That pat- 


tern of patience had his eye Kill upon heaven, whatever be- 
fel him. Yea, even among Philoſophers, (though they 


wanting the knowledge of Chriſt, could have no more bur 
the ſhadow of grace) the moſt noted ſect for patience. was 
that of the Stoicks, who aſcribed all to fate. 
The ſecond obſervation follows, viz. = 
That the ſword is an inſtrument of vengeance. God 


never draws his ſword but in anger, witneſs ſcripture and 
experience ; Deut. xxxii. 41, 42. If I whet my glitter- 


ing ſword, and mine hand take hold on judgment, I will 


render vengeance to mine enemies, and will reward them 
that hate me. I will make mine arrows drunk with blood, 
(and my ſword ſhall devour fleſh) and that with the blood of | 
the ſlain, and of the captives, from the beginning of re. 
venging upon the enemy. Jer. xlvi. 10. * This is the day 
of the Lord God of hoſts, a day of vengeance that he may 
_ avenge him of his adverſaries : and the ſword ſhall devour, 
and it ſhall be ſatiate and made drunk with their blood.” If 


you lock at war in general, you ſhall find it called evil, Iſa. 
xlv. 7, ** I make peace, and create evil:“ that is, war; 


as the oppoſition clearly ſhews. . Sin, Satan, and war, have 
all one name: Evil is the beſt of them. The beſt of {in is 


deformity ; the beſt of Satan, enmity ; the beſt of war, mi- 
ſery. Hurtful ſword, oppreſſing ſword; theſe are epithets 


given it by the Holy Ghoſt. Hear how he deſcribes an army 


eating up all that lies in its way, Jer. v. 16. 17. © Their 
yore is an open ſepulchre, they are all mighty men; and 


ry ſhall eat up thine harveſt, and thy bread which thy ſons _ 
thy daughters ſhould eat: they ſhall eat up thy flocks 
a = thy herds: they ſhall eat up thy vines and thy fig trees; 
they ſhall impoveriſh thy fenced cities wherein thou truſt- D 
gedit, with che e '? See what a lively picture he draws 
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of deadly war, by the ſame Prophet's hand, Jer. I. 35. 36. 


37. © A ſword is upon the Chaldeans, ſaith the Lord, and 


upon the inhabitants of Babylon, and upon her princes, and 
upon her wiſe men: A ſword is upon the liers, and they 
mall doat : A ſword is upon her mighty men, and they 
ſhall be diſmayed : A ſword is upon their horſes, and 
upon their chariots, and upon all the mingled people 
that are in the midſt of her, and they ſhall become as wo- 
men: A ſword is upon her treaſures, and they ſhall be rob. 
| bed.” What paradiſe is there under heaven, which a lait- 


ing war will not eaſily turn into a wilderneſs? Is not every 
ſiege the funeral of a city? every pitched battle a maſſacre? 


every army an armed fury? lf a Samuel hew Agag in 
pieces, a David in the heat of war fall a cutting Ammo- 


nites with ſaws and axes, and harrows of iron; a Gideon 
teach the men of Succoth with briers and thorns ; what 


can be expected from an Hazael once in arms, but ſetting 


fire on ſtrong holds, ſlaying young men with the ſword, 


daſhing out infants brains, and ripping up of women with 
child? What from a Duke d' Ana, but roaſting of ſome 
do death, ſtarving of others, and that even after quarter; 
ſaying, * Though he promiſed to give them their lives, he 
did not-promiſe to find them meat.“ .?* Tis hardly poſſible 


for the tongue of a ſedentary ſcholar to ſet forth the horrid 


works of a barbarous ſoldier's hands! Hear a martial man 


ſpeak : Lewis the XIIth, King of France, who is report- 
ed to have ſaid, Rusticos pascua esse militum, milites 


parc ua esse d monum! I am loath to Engliſh fo harſh a 


ſpeech. Neither would I be miſtaken for one that thinks 


it unlawful to take up arms upon a good cali, and in a good 


cauſe : as, for the juſt defence of Religion, Laws, and Li- 
berties—the ark, about which all the tribes of Iſrael thou!d 


encamp for the ſafety thereof; or for one that bears a ſpleen 


againſt military men: God forbid I know the ſecoud bat- 


tle we read of in ſcripture, was fought by the father of the 


faithful; that he was a centurion who received that ample 


teſtimony from our Saviour's own mouth: © Verily I fay 
unto you, I have not found ſo great faith, no not in Iſrael.” “ 


That David, the man after God's heart, and Joshua, the 


great type of Jeſus, were, both ſo reno vned for martial 
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proweſs, as {till to be reckoned among the nine worthies of 
the world; that the primitive Chriſtians made no more 
fcruple of being foliliers than of being merchants ; of go- 


Ing to war, than of going to ſea or to plough, as may be 


gathered from Tertullian. Only I cannot but declaim a® 
gainſt that which all good men, yea all ingenions foldiers, 
abhor, to wit, blood-thirſtines and rapine. Why wilt 


thou ſwallow up the inheritance of the Lord? (ſaid the wo- 


man of Abel to Foab) And Joab and anſwered and ſaid, 


Far be it, far be it froin the that 1 ſhonld ſwallow up or de- 


ſtroy. 2 Sam. xx. 19, 20. Monſieur Bayard, a French 


commander, when his ſoldiers found fault with his paying 


for what he took in a place by him conquered, ſaying, that 


money was loſt, anſwered, © Sirs, I do what I ought ; 

. God hath not put me into the world to live upon rapine.“ 
And Sir Thomas Rooks wood, a Juſtice in Ireland, was 
Wont to ſay, © That he would eat in wooden diſhes, but 


would pay for his meat gold and filver.” _ 


i 


upon that which we call civil, but which indeed, is the moſt 


| barbarous war; when tribe riſes up againſt tribe, brother a- 


gaiaft brother, Marte cadunt gubito per mutua vulnera 
fratres; you will hardly be able to invent any expreſſion 


_ fierce enough to delinate that, I have thought of Phny's 
Dragon ſucking out the Elephant's blood, till the dying E- 
lephant, by his fall, cruſhed the Dragon to death. Of Philip 


Duke of Burgundy, his einblem, flint and ſteel beating one 


upon another, till both be waſted ; affording no other iſſue 7 
but fire. Of Feremiab's earthen bottles daſhed one againſt 
another, till be broken; as you have it in that terrible paſs. 


age, not to be read with dry eyes by ſuch as duly reflect upon 
the ſtate of things here among ourſelves, Jer. xill. 12, 13. 


14. © Every bottle ſhall be filled with wine, &c. Thus 
ſaith the Lord, Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this 


land, even the kings that ſit upon David's throne, and the 


prieſts, and the prophets, and all the inhabitants of geruſa- 
lem with drunkenneſs: and I will daſh them one againſt a- 


nother, even the fathers and the ſons together, faith the 


Lord; I will not pity, nor ſpare, nor have mercy, but de- 


ev, 


{troy them.” Much might be added, touching the 
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If, in any particular, you be pleaſed to caſt your eyes 
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to which civil war expoſes the ſtate wherein it happens, A 
foreign enemy cannot wiſh us a greater miſchief, or them- 


ſelves a greater advantage, than domeſtical diſſentions, which 
makes the Turks pray to God to keep the Chriſtians at va. 


rianee: and encouraged one of their Emperors to ſay (when 
his Council diffuaded him from a war againſt the Germans, 
by reaſon of their multitude) that he feared them not ; becaufe 
ſooner would his fingers be all of one length, than their Prin- 


ces all of one mind. But I haſten to the application, wherein, 


« Firſt, Be well exhorted from hence, to contemplate the 
ſad condition of thoſe common wealths, that have the ſword 


raking in their bowels. All Aceldamas are Bochims ; 


none more fit for places of weepers than fields of blood. 


Every feat of war becomes a ſeat of wrath, an Treland. 


Now I have named that bleerling kingdom, like enough to 
bleed to death for want of help. Which of us bath not oc- 


caſion ro ſay, O that mine head were waters, and mine eyes 
a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night for the 


lain of the daughter of that people? Who knows not thac 
the rebels there have acted, within fifteen mouchs, what. 


ever poets dared to feign, more than poſterity will dare to 
believe? And yet, methinks, I hear Ireland ſaying to this 


nation, as our Saviour did to the daughters of Jeruſalem, 
Weep not for me, but weep for yourſelves and for your chil- 
dren, * O England! England! thou that didſt lately ſic 
« as a Queen, and ſaweſt no ſorrow. How haye this laſt 
year's troubles worn and broken thee? What clouds of 


„blood hang over thy head? yea, what floods of blood 


have run already out of thy veins? How like are thy 


* convulſions to end in a deadly conſumption ! Well mayeſt 


thou fear what | have felt, and more too; becauſe thine 


enemies, many of them, are diſguited, while mine are 


6 profeſſedly for Rome. Believe it, believe it, there is 


is no Fiend to the white Devil; no Atkeitt to the church | 
« Papift - no Recuſant to him with the Proteſtant face, 


c that hath learned from the new malters to {wallow the 


« oaths: So a Serpent (they ſay) have ſwallowed a Ser- 


„ pent, and becomes a Dragon. It hath been ſaid, that 
in one GCesar there was ten Such as Marius. I with. 
here and there, in tome of thy ina- 
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ee 33 ten O'Neals. W herefore, let thy children ber 
* ware: thy counties be careful to aſſociate themſelves. It 
as want of this (as is well informed by Tacitus) that 
e firſt betrayed Britain into the Romans hands: their not 


« conſulting, not combining city with city, to oppoſe a com- 


mon danger. {ta dum $1ngult pugirant untvers! vin- 
e cuntur. So faith he, while rhey fought one by one, 
e all were conquered —A fiir warning for thee. Rome 
* hath not done with Britain yet. When I conſider that 
blood of thine lately fpilt at Edgehill, on the ſame day of 
© the month, (Oct. 23.) in which the rebellion breke out 
# here the year before; yea, and upon the ſelf ſame day, 
* (if my intelligence be true) in which that bloody battle 
„was fought near Leipſick in Germany. This conjunc- 
« ture is to me a ſad prefape; (God Almighty avert the 


** omen) but to me it preſageth Englaud's being to drink 


6 deep in Germany's and Ireland's. cup. Ss a it be 
„ zhy will, let this cup pass from us.” 


In the ſecond place, if the ſword be ſuch an engine: as 


comes with a vengeance wherever it comes, wonder not 


(O ye worthies: of our Iſrael} if your ears and eyes be plied 


with daily ſupplications for peace. While huſbands are a- 
fraid to behold the forcing of their wives, wives the mur- 
dering of their huſbands before their face ; ; parents to ſee 
their — fprawling upon pikes, children their parents 
wWeltering in blood: while ſome fear raviſhing, others 
plundering ; ford a priſon, others a grave—all the venge· 
ance of a word! wonder not, if, having fo fair an oppor» 
tunity, I take the boldneſs this day, to prefent you with an 


humble petition, in the name of all well-tempered ſpirits 


throughout the land, (as for fuch as have a mind to ſell 


God for peace; my ſou! enters not into their ſecrets) a peti- 
tion for a ſweet eonjunction-of accommodation and refor- 


mation They profets themſelves undone if either be want. 
ing. Our houſe, they ſay, without reformation, will have 


no windows to let in light; without accommodation, no 


walls to combine the foundation and roof, that they fall not 
aſunder: Accommodation like the veins, would convey a 


chearing, blood ;.reformation, like the arteries, carry a ſup- 


py of {pirits o over the body, I hey fear nothing more than 
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cutting an n artery, while you are tampering with a vein. 


Without ſome accommodation they know that reformation 
cannot proceed, and that an accommodation ought not to go 
on without it. I ou are all, I believe, as far from delighting 
in this war as you were from procuring it: all of his mind, 

that laid, A ploughſhare ſhines with much more beauty than 
2 ſword, a fork than a ſpear. Iron is much better em- 
ee in plewyhing up of: fallow grounds than in mowing , 
down of men. And therefore, no doubt but you ſtudy for 
ways of charming the ſword into a ſcabbard. O turn over, 
I beſcech you, turn over all your ftate difpenfatories, and 


try if there may not 2 cordial be found ſtrong enough to 
kill che mal. gnity of the times, without letting more biood. 
That of Solomon, Prov. xxx. 8. Scornful men bring a 
city into a ſnare, but wiſe: men turn away wrath :?? makes 
a deep imp. eſſion i in me. It is too apparent who they be, 
that have brought our kingdom into the ſnare oſ civil war, 


A generation of ſcornful men, that laugh at our builders, 
as Sanballat and his accomplices did at N ehimiah, and his, 


ſaying, What is this ching that ye do? will ye rebel a- 
gainſt the king? A. generation, which can neither find in 
their hearts 40 affora a good word of advice to our dread. 
and dear Sovepeipn, nor of approbation to his great and 
faithful Council: that having, divided the King from bis 


Parliament, go alſo ahout to divide between the people and 
them; endeavouring to make poor England as fick of her, 
phy ſicians as ſhe was of her diſeaſes before. In few words, 


a generation that hath in them much of the Jeſuit, little of 


Jeſus; that doth fo hate to be reformed; as they, caunoten- 
dure ſo much as the name of reformation Like Lewis the 
Alth, who fearing to die, gave command: that, NONE mould 


dare to name death withm his court. 


But is there no balm in your Gilead? entdere n no P 


here? If not, where, O where ſhall we find men wite enough 


to turn away wrath? There | is yet hope in 1{rael concerunig 


this thing ; becauſe there is yet a God in heaven, and 4 | 
Parliament in England, So long as you do not turn ay ay. - 


from following the Lord, we hope he will make you able to 
turn away wrath from purſuing us. J/incer aliguando 


| PE riinax bonitas; the Way: 0 overcome evil is to be reſolute 
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in good. I am emifidpur you never dreamed of reforming a 
Chureh and State with eaſe. Holy Melancthon,. being; 
himſelf newly converted, thought it impoſſible for his hear- 
ers to withſtand the evidence of the goſpel; but after he 


| had been a preacher a while, it is fac he complained that 


„old Adam wi too hard for young Melancthon.”” You: 
experienced Senators have not ſo learned the world, as 
to know that when you ſhall move every ſtone for a 


kingdom's good, you mult of neceſſity meer with ſome that 


have long had {ſnakes lying under them, which will be ſure 


to put out their ſtings when they come ro he ſtirred. Be 


entreated therefore, tv remember that of David to Salo- 
mon, „Be ſtrong and of good courage, and do it. Fear not, 


vor be difitivyed, for the Lord Cod. even my God, will be 


with thee; he wilt not fail thee nor for ſake thee, until thou 
_ finiſhed all the work for the ſervice of rhe houſe: 
of the Lord.“ 1 Chron. xxviil. 20. Together With. 


| chat of courageous Luther to his friend Spalatinus, who 
had ſent to enquire whether or no he would go to Worms, 


and appear in the goſpePs cauſe, if Cæ tar ſummoned him; 
Omnia de nie presmmas preter fugam & palimadian > 0 


* Whatever elſe you may imagine, never think? will cher 


flee of recant. So help me Gd“ “? ?“ // 
I proceed to the third obſervation, gr" 
hat which the ſword comes o weng is ſouls quarrel 
He that traceth the ſword eden the ſtory: of all 
finds, ſhall find it to have raged moſt where the Covenant 
hath been publiſhed before with' difadvantage. I be Jews 
were for a long while the only people of the world, to whom 


the adoption -pertained, and the glory, and the Covenants : 


Rom. ix. 4. what people have ſuffered more by the'ſw ord, 


by that from Babylop, that from Rome? As not havin 
leiſure to name particulars, I refer- you to Scripture. yrs. 


Yocephus, whole hiſtory of their wars is ſufficienr alone to 
afford materials for many books of Jamentation. If we look | 
to the flock of Chriſt before Popery, how hath the ſword 
beaten in pieces thoſe ſeven golden candleſticks in Aſia, mere- 
ly for their Covenant-breaking : If to Chriſtian churches, 
ſince the happy tine of Antichriſt's n it wil be caly 
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to ohſerve, that the ſword, which hath of late been made fat 
with the fleſh, and drunk with the blood of ſo many in Eu- 
rope, for the ö ſpace of more than twenty years, began to be 
unſheathed in Bohemia, which was the ſeat of the firſt 

and authorized Reformation. That this ſhould be the of 7 


\ 


op the ſword to come where the goſpel hath firſt been, and 


been oppoſed, is not obſcurely propheſied of, Rev. vi. where; 


upon invitation to come and fee, Fol?! ſaw and beheld ““ a 


white horſe, and he that fat on him had a bow, and a crown 
was given unto him, and he went forth conquering and to 
conquer.” | Verſe 2. The white horſe repreſents'the goſ- 


pel of peace, on which the Lord eſus rides, with a bow in 
his hand, ſheoting his arrows of conviction; thoſe arrows 
. fpoken: of, Pſal. xlv. which are ſo ſharp in the hearts of the 


king's enemies, conquering and converting ſouls by his ſpirit 


and grace; yea, going on to conquer ſtill more and more, 


his conquelts being to have no end till the end of the world. 


After this, upon a ſecond like invitation, there appeared 
* another horſe that w as red, and power was given to him 
that ſat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they 

Mould kilt one another, and there was given to him a great 


ſword,” verſe. 3. Where the Goſpel and Covenant 


take not place, chers expect combuſtions and war. Let 


me not incur the cenſure of curioſity; if 1 note, upon this 
occaſion, that the late terrible battle between Ky nton and 
Eagedil, was fought in a place called, The Vale of the Red 
Horse: as if God thereby had meant to ſay, I have now 
ſent you the red horſe to avenge the quarrels of the white; 


intending to puniſh your contempt of my en by the 


word, even by your own. 

But to a fuller explication of this point, 1 ſhall hope to 
contribute much by reſolving four queries. Firſt, what 
Covenant is here meant? Answer, That of free grace 
made with Chriſt for us, and with us in him; whereby the 
Lord binds himſelf to be our God, and to make us his peo- 


ple, by ſending his Spirit into our hearts. The original 


word comes from a root that hath two principal ſignifica- 


tions, both ſuch as may help to give ſome light into the na- 
ture of the cn, Tt ſignifies to chuſe and to eat, Firſt, 
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right with him, neither were they ſtedfaſt in his Covenant. 


» proceed from unſtedfaſtneſs in his Covenant, to tranſpreſs- 


f 24%} 


£0 chuſe; for that covenanting, choice i is made of the par- 


| Lies with whom, and the terms upon which. Now choice, 


ye know, is an act of the will; no will ſo free as that of God; 
no act of his will more free than this of chuſing to enter ſuch 
a Covenant. That of works being ſo broken by Adam, 
that in him all mankind was loſt and undone, what but the 


choice of his own will could put the Lord upon a-new-treaty 


with,ns? what creature could have ſo much as a thought 
of ſuch a way as he pleaſed to take? nay, would it not 
have ſounded like blaſphemy for Adam, immediately after 
liis fall, before this will of God was revealed, to have ſaid, 
Lord ſend thy Son, thine only Son out of thy boſom, to 
take our nature, to keep the law which we have broken, 


and die the death which we have deſerved. Let there be 


anew Covenant 8 Berwen thee and „ to be ſealed 


with his blood. 


_ Secondly, to eat. They were wont of old, at the making 
of. Covenants, to, offer ſacrifice ; the covenantees paſſing 
hetween the parts thereof, and then to feaſt upon things 

ſo oſlered for the further ratification of their agree- 
ment. The Covenant we ſpeak of was, not eſtabliſhed 
without a ſacrifice, even that of Jeſus Chriſt, who through 


the eternal Spirit offered himſelf without ſpot to God; who 


hath alſo, in further conformity to the cuſtom of thoſe eaſt- 
ery parts, ordained the Lord's Supper, a ſeal of this Co- 
venant, as a feaſt apon a ſacrifice ; that by. eating and drink- 
ing at his table, as by a ſacred: federal rite, we might pro- 


feſs our baving entered into league with the Moſt High. 


A ſecond query may be this, What the term quarrel here 
imports? Ang. Some more than ordinary provocation. E. 


very ſin is a breach of Covenant; yet ſuch is the mercy of 


our God, and his ſlowneſs to anger, that every ſin makes 
not a quarrel: Pſal. Ixxvili. 37. 28. I heir heart was not 


But he being full of compatſon forgave their iniquity, and 


deſtroy ed them not: yea many a time turned he his anger a; 
way, and did not ſtir. up all his wrath.” But if people {hall 


ng it in 2 Way of treacherous dealing, e to that, 
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Hol vi. 7. They like men, have wenſgrelſad the Cove» 
nant; there have they dealt treacherouſly againſt me”? Or, 
as Junius and Tremellius read it, not tanguan homines, 

but, tang uam hominis transgress Sunt fedus; they 
W Fane it like the covenant of a man : made no more 

of reale ag it than as if they had to do with duſt and aſhes 
like thenfolved; not with the great and dreadful God of 
heaven and earth. In ſuch a caſe, © The Lord hath a 
contraverſy with the land,“ Hof. iv. 1. This breeds 2 


. quarrel that caunot be eaſily taken up. 


A third query, Why is the {word uſually ſent to avenge | 


ſuch quarrels? Aut. Becauſe the way of juſtice is to ren- 
der like for like, in particular, blood for blood. Rev. xvi. 


5, 6. Chou art righteous, O Lord, which art, and walt, 
and ſhalt be, becauſe thou haſt judged thus; for they have 
ſhed the blood of ſaints, and prophets, aud thou haſt given 


15 them blood to drink, for they are worthy.” Now eve 


one of theſe quarrels iniplies a wrong done to the blood of 
Chritt, called “ the blood of the New Teſtament, and of 


the everlalting 7 Covenaut.” No wonder then if a ſword be 
ſeut to draw blood for this. He that would not ſuffer the 
blood of his ſervant Uriah to go unrevenged upon David 
and his family, Thou haſt flain him with the ſword (ſaich 
Nathan) therefore the ſword ſhall never depart from thine 
houſe,” will much, leſs ſuffer the blood of his Son, the Son 
of his love, to be trampled upon. : 


'Fhe fourth and laſt query is, What are the principal 


quareel-breeding ſword-avenged violations of the Cove- 


nant? [ anſwer theſe (ix that follow ; 
1. Rejecting Jeſus Chriſt, the Mediator of this Cove- 
nant} ſo we 00 him called, Heb. xii. 24. Each of the 


three perſons knows how to revenge his own quarrels by the 
| ſword, each hath and will do it. God the Father makes 
> Covenant of works with Adam in Paradiſe, upon breach 

thereof he ſends the Cherubims OY, a ſword, a flaming 


ſword, to avenge the quarrel of that Cgyenant, God the 
holy Ghoſt hath wrong done him by ns Grecians, whoſe 
chief error is the denial of his proceſſion from the Son. 
Ectius obſer ves, that, as it God had done it on adele to 


4 
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point but the cauſe, their chief city Conſtantinople was talen 
om them by the Turks on W hitſanday, a day dedicated by 
the church to the memorial of the ſame holy Spirit. God 


the Son alſo is girt with his (word, and hath a right hand 


to wield it with, which can teach kim terrible things. Hear 


him thundering rather than ſpeaking, in ſundry parables, 


againſt ſuch as ſhould reject him, and the offer of grace in 


Him: hear and take notice of a ſword in them all, Matth. 


xxi. 41. “He will miſerably deſtroy thoſe wicked men.” 


What wicked men? rhoſe that refufed to reverence the Son, 


verſe 37. that rejected the ſtone, which is now become the 
head of the corner, verſe 42. So, Matth di. 7. “ When 
the King heard thereof, (to wit, of their refuſing to come 
to his Son's marriage, making light of it, and ſlaying the 


ſervants that came to invite them, verſes 2. 3. 5. 6.) he 


was wroth, and fent forth his armies and deſtroyed thoſe 


murderers, and burnt up their city.” To which I may add, 
Luke xix. 27. Thoſe mine enemies which would not chat 
1 ſhould reign over them, bring hither, and flay them be- 


fore me What more juſt, if we conſider how this one 
ſin of reje&ing Chriſt implies not only a wrong to his per- 
ſon, but alſo to the other two. A lighting of the Fa- 
ther's love in giving his Son, yea a kicking againſt the very 
Þowels of his mercy ; together wich a refufal of the Spirit's 


grace, whoſe main work is to negotiate the treaty of a 


match between the Lord Jeſus and the coy fouls of men, 
which to their own everlaiting ſhame and prejudice; baſely 


refuſe to receive him that would ſave them. This is the 


Principal: I ſhall but touch upon the reſt. 
2. Neglecting Scripture, ** the book of this deres 7 
ſoit is termed, 2 Kings xxiii. 21. Where this ſword 6f the 


Spirit, the word of God, hath not due regard; the ſword 
Of an enemy is deſerved. | 


I have written to him the great things of my law (teich 


the Lord of Ephraim, Hol. vii. 12.) but they were count- 


ed as a ſtrange thing,“ that is, diſregarded : So Job, when 
ſlighted by his ſervants, complains, my maidens count me 
for a ſtranger, I am as an alien in their ſight Hereupon 


follows, Hof. vii. 14. « «© I will fend a fire, (ehe uſual at» 
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Lendant of a eonquerorꝰ's ſword) upon his cities, and it ſhall 
. deyour the fg thereof.” 


3. Diſreſpecting Miniſters, the “ meſſengers of this Co. 


| venant.? That ſtile is given to Chriſt, Mal. iii. . (tho? 
not in that capacity only, yet in that among others) as chief 


preacher of the goſpel. All they to whom God hark in a 
more eſpecial manner committed the word of reconciliation, 
ſhare with Chriſt in the ſame title. The ſword often 


comes to vindicate them, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 15, 16, 17. 


«© The Lord God of their fathers ſent to them by his meſ- 


8 ſengers, riſing np betimes, and ſending ; becauſe he had 


compaſſion on his people, and on his dwelling place: but 


they mocked the meſſengers of God, and deſpiſed his words, 


and miſ-uſed his prophets, until tize wrath of the Lord roſe 


' againſt his people, till there was no remedy, Therefore 
he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who flew 


their young men with the ſword, &c.“ Jer. xviii. 18. 21. 


Then ſaid they, Come, and let us deviſe devices againſt 


Jeremiah: Come and let us ſmite him with the tongue. 


| Therefore deliver up their children to the famine, and pour 
out their blood by the force of the ſword, &c.“ 


4. Forſaking the Covenant. Which is done by apoſtacy 


from God, and idolatry with the creatures; ſeldom but a- 


venged by the ſword—See for this, Juges v. 8. They 
choſe new gods; then was war in the gates.” Pal. Ixxviii. 

8, 59—62. They provoked him to _ with their 
high places, and moved him to jealouſy with their graven 


images. When God heard this he was wroth, and greatly | 
abhorred Iſrael. He gave his people over alſo unto the 
ſword. Jer, xxii. 7 8. 9. I will prepare deſtroyers a- 


gainſt thee, every one with his weapon; and they ſhall cut 


down thy choice cedars, and caſt them into the fire. And 


many nations ſha!) paſs by this city, and they ſhall ſay every 


man to his neighbour, W herefore hath the Lord done thus 
unto this great city? Then they ſhall anſwer, Becauſe they 

have forſaken the Covenant of the Lord their God, Jy : 
worſhipped her 25 and leis TIO" 


— 


„ 
. Dealing falſely in the Covenant. That phraſe we 


meet with in Pſal. xl. 17. whereby, is meant, as good in- 


terpreters conceive, mingling our own inventions with 
God's inſtitutions, not ſquaring out our ſervice and wor- 
| ſhip by the ſole rule of his word, but following our own 
counſels therein. For which ſee the ſword threatened, Hoſ. 
xi. 6. The ſword ſhall abide in his cities, and mall con- | 
ſume his branches and deyour them, becauſe of their own 
counſels,” | 


6. Being apainſt the holy Covenant, as ede Epi- | 
 phanes is ſaid to have been, Dan. xi.28. 30. by reaſon of his 
taking away holy ordinances, by name that of the daily la- : 
crifice, Dan. viii. 1 1. 1 2. and deſtroying the holy people, in 
verſe 24. ſame chapter. The Idumeans and Baby lonians 
were botli grand enemies to the people of God's Covenant; 
therefore was there a ſword firſt bathed in heaven, and 
from thence ſent down upon Idumea, as the people of his 
curſe to judgment, in a time which the Lord was pleaſed 
to make the day of his vengeance, and the year of recom- 


pences, fof the controverſy of Sion, Iſa. xxxiv. 5. 6. 7,8. 


There ca ne likewiſe upon Babylon, „the vengeance of 
the Lord our God, even the vengeance of his temple,” Jer. 
1. 28. It is not for men to be peremptory in aſſigning the 
cauſe of divine diſpenſations, which are often hid though 
always juſt; but perhaps if the repreſentative body of Ire. ' 
land had not been brought to declare itſelf againſt the Co- 


venanters of Scotland, the ſword had not now triumphed 


among them as it de th. 
That which hath hitherto hk Tad of this third ob. 


ſervation, let us ſee what cauſe God hath to bring war up- 


on us, in the fit ſt place; and in the ſecond, what need we 


have to make peace with God. 


W hoſoever takes a ſhort review of the forementioned a 


quarrel- breeders, and their reſidence with us, will ſoo: 
perceive that God hath had great cauſe to ſay, * Shall 


not viſit for theſe things? ſhall I not be avenged,” (even 
avenged by the (word) on ſuch a nation as this?” O the 
woful entertainment which this tinful land hath given to 
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Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator of the Covenant! This is the 
condemnation that light is come unto, and hath long conti- 
nued in England, yet the moſt {bill love darkens rather than 


light. Chriſt is both preached and printed among us, (tho? 


both pulpit and preſs he too ſparing that way) but not prized 


and cloſed by faith. What through ignorance, David bids 
% kiſs the Son ;” but as the northern proverb hath it, un- 


kent, unkist: What through prejudice, while men think 


that no ſich delight is to be found in fitting under his ſha- 
dow, no ſuch ſweetneſs in his fruit, as indeed there is ; 


what through ſelfiſhneſs, which inclines to the eſtabliſhing 


of our own righteouſneſs, and hinders our ſubmitting to 


the righteouſneſs of God: what through worldlineſs, while 
mens? wives, and farms, and oxen, draw them quite ano- 
ther way, and keep them from reſorting to Chriſt ; whar. 
through indulgence to baſe luſts, which are loved too well 
to be parted with, though it be upon terms of ſalvation ; 
through ſome, or one, or all of theſe, it comes to paſs, that 


but a few, a very few, receive Chriſt Jeſus the Lord as they 
ought, and walkin him as they have received him. W here 


the Word, which in the beginning was God, is no more 
fer by, no marvel if the revealed Word, the book of this 


Covenant, be ſhainefully lighted ; if Bibles he moulding in 


corners, while laſcivious {tories and play-books (the devils 
beſt catechiſms, out of which his children learn Satanical 


principles) are even worn out with over-diligent peruſual. 


It is a ſad complaint which Reverend Moulin makes of - 
his countrymen the French Proteſtants, #+ While they 
burned us (faith he) for readirg the icriptures, we burnt _ 
with zeal to be reading of them: now with our liberty is 
bred alſo negligence and diſeſteem of God's word.” But 
Lori Porrunt Scripture & tamen negligi. 
If our judgments do not cloſe with ſcripture truths, our 
lives be not led by ſcripture rules, we are, though peruſ- 
ers, yet neglecters of this bleſſed book; and that's our caſe. 
The doctrine of God's free grace in Chriſt is the only 


paliſter of wounded ſpirits, ſcripture the word of this 
free grace: my ſoul bleeds to think how this plaiiter bath 
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been poiſened by. Popiſh, Arminian, and Socinian interpre- 


tations The holy Bible is that mould in which our hearts 


and lives ſhould. be caſt; but where, alas! is is our conform. 


ity thereunto? Will this book authorize ſwearing, whore- 


ing, tipling, oppreſſing, libeling, ſabbath-breaking? and yet 
pro pudor! it hath been ſaid to authorize the laſt. All. 
the nitre and ſoap of logick and rhetorick that hath been 


ſued to that end, will never be able to fetch out the deep. 


ſtain, which was contrafted by teaching men to voilate the 
fourth commandment; to“ call the ſabbath a delight,“ not 


in the prophet [raiah's ſenſe ; but by turning the Lord's 


day into a play-day A liberty which, where it was taken as 
freely as given, might juſtly occaſion the renewal of what 


Alstedius once ſaid concerning the Germans, that if the day 
| ſhould be named concerning their obſervation of it, Dæmo- 


1acus potius quam Dominicus, it ovght not to be call- 
ed the Lord's but the devil's day; becauſe Satan had much 
more and better ſervice done him in it than the Lord Jeſus 


had. Shall I need to ſpeak of that diſreſpe& which hath been 
caſt upon ſundry faithful meſſengers of the Covenant well 


nigh all the kingdom over? I ſhall not. There is hardly any 


place in Etro pe that doth not ſpeak of it; yea the Indies 


ring of this. It made the land of the Ammonites ſtink be- 


fore David, when he conſidered. the injury by them done 


— 


to his Ambaſſadors. © We are Amballadors for Chriſt,““ 
faith St Paul, of faithful Miniſters; I am afraid that for 
abuſes offered to ſuch, tbis land yet ſtinks before the 
Lord, and will continue fo to do till ſuch as offered them 


be chaſtiſed. . It wastrange to ſee how, not only men of 
place, but bold apparitors, would crow over old Divines ; 


how near they were to becoming a ſacrifice that refuſed to 


bow to an altar. Be jt far from me to bear falſe witneſs 
againſt a whole nation; I will not, I' dare not charge it 
with the guilt of forſaking the Covenant. But God, and 
ſome mens' conſciences, know what was intended. For 


there wanted not ſome to hold Antichriſt's ſtirrup, and 
| help him up; he was mounted and on his high way for 
England. Bleſſed be God, that kept him from entering; ang 
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we hope hath turned him back. Sure l am, our dealing 

falſely in the Covenant cannot be hid; it is a leproſy ſtill 

appearing in our foreheads. How ready were people to 
t 


dance after every innovator's pipe! how forward were 


ſome of our churchmen to play before them ! I ſhall do 


ſuch men no wrong in applying to them what Fohn Hus 
ſaid of old, to his Bohemians, concerning the Prelates and 
Prieſts of that age; Multa que illi ordinem dicunt om- 
nium rerum in Christianicmo confusionem pariunt - 


Many things which they pretend order and decency 


for, breed confuſion in Chriſtiauity ;?? well if not in Chriſ- 
dom too. As for our being againſt the holy Covenant, it 


will admit of no apology. If Antiochus were ſo, for taking 


away the daily ſacrifice, what ſhall we ſay of them that endea- 


voured the taking away of many lectures, afternnoon ſer. 


mons, and all uſe of conceived prayer in the congregation? 
If perſecuting the poor Jews made him ſo in God's ac- 


count, how are they innocent that have forced ſo many 


poor Saints to flee their country, and oppreſſed" ſo many 


others at home? '. „ | 
New England and the Netherlands, beſides our courts 


and priſons here, bring in large bills of indictment for that 


fin, to which, how impoſlible is it for us of this land, to 
Len wars ve al „ CIs „ n 
Certainly, if we duly conſider theſe things, one by one, 


and altogether, the -Lord our God hath cauſe enough to 


bring war upon us; but not more than we have need 


to make peace with him. A little of that, and ſo an end. 
Honorable and beloved, ſhould the Lord go on to pro- 
ſecute the avenging theſe quarrels of his Covenant, and to 

pour out his fury upon us in blood, as he hath begun to 


do, what a byword would England become, and an iſſing 


to thoſe very nations unto which. it hath formerly been 


either a terror or an help? whereas if God be at peace 


with us, and we at peace among ourſelves, (which would 
follow upon the other) we need not fear all the nations of 
the earth: and that becauſe God alone is a defence all- 


Cafficient, Which will eaſily clear itſelf to the underſtand> 


6 
ing of all ſuch as ſhall take the pains to peruſe a few texty 
of ſcripture, wherein they ſhall find the Lord compared to 
whatever is requiſite for the defence and ſtrength of a city. 
Would you have walls? „“I, (faith the Lord) will be 
unto Jeruſalem a wal] of fire round about: not of ſtone, 


not of braſs, but of fire; ſuch as travellers through a wil. | 
derneſs uſe to make, to ſecure themſelves from wild beaſts, 


Would you have forts? © The Lord is my rock, and my 


fortreſs, my ſtrength, and my high tower, Pſal xviil. 2, | 


Would you have a broad river begirting a city ſo walled 


and fortified? ſuch alſo is God, Iſa. xxxiil. 21. The 


glorious Lord will be unto us a plice of broad rivers and 
| ſtreams,” Want you arms? He is in ſtead of all weapons, 


both offenſive as the ſword, and defenſive as the ſhield, 


Deut. xxxiii. laſt. Happy art thou, O Iſrael, who is 


like unto thee, O people! ſaved by the Lord, the ſhield of 
thy help, and who is the ſword of thy excellency. 2” Want 


you ſentinels? God will both watch and ward. fa. xxvii. 


3+ © I the Lord do keep it, I will water it eyery moment, 


: ien any hurt it, I will keep i it night and day ;'? ſpeaking of 


his vineyard the church. Want you ſoldiers? The Lords” 
is a man of war, the Lord is his name, Exod. xv. iii. Yea, 
the Lord alone is a whole army of men; van and rear both. 
Ha. lii. 12, * The Lord will go before you, and the God 


of Iſrael will be your rearward.” Wherefore, to uſe the 

Prophet Amos exhortation, „Prepare to meet thy God, 
O ExGLAND! He is now upon his march, as David was 
againſt Nebal and his family: prepare to meet him, as l. 


bigal did, with confeſſions, petitions, deprecations; all in a 


way of ſuch humility as becomes the addreſſes of fleſh. and 


blood. We ſhould always humble ourſelves under the 


mighty hand of God;“ moſt of all, when there is in it a 


ſword, a drawn ſword, as now there i is. Son of man, 


propheſy, and ſay, Thus faith the, Lord, ſay a ſword, a 


ſword is ſharpened and allo furbiſhed; it is ſharpened to 


make a ſore flaughter; it is furbiſned that it may glitter; 
ſhould we then make mirth?“ Ezek. xxi. 9, 10. No; 


but then we ſhould make it our buſineſs 10 make our peace. n 
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4 Now the road to this ſo deſireable peace with the Lord ; 


vur God, leſt any ſhould miſtake his way, lies through the 
fields of faith, prayer, and new obedience. We muſt firſt 


believe; for being juſtified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jetus Chriſt,” Rom. v. 1. He is 
the only peace-maker, the great reconciler of God to us by 


his blood, and of us to God by his Spirit. Where faith 


lives, it will breath in devotion. So God would have it, 
Ia. xxvii. 5. Let him take hold of my "on, that 


he may make peace with me, and he ſhall make peace 


with me.” That expreſſion implies a wreſtling in pray. 
er, if you conpare it with Iſa. Iziv. 7. There is 


none that calleth upon thy name, that ſtireth up himſelf 


to take hold of thee: and that in Exod. xxxii. 10. 
where God ſaith to praying Moses, as to one that had 
taken hold of his ſtrength, and held his hands, Let me 


alone, that I may conſuine them.” Certainly never more 


need of devotion than now. When our Saviour was in 
his agony, ſweating water and blood, the Evangeliſt tells 


us, he prayed more eariieſtly,” The church of Chriſt 


is now in her agony, ſweating blood in great abundance : 


wherefore, pray in the holy Gioſt, O all ye that have re- 


ceived the Spirit of grace and ſupplication in any meaſure, 
and again, I ſay pray in the holy Ghoſt, Vitus Theodorus, 
ſpeaking of the prayers Luther made in reference to a diet 
at Aſburg, wherein matters were like to go againſt the 
Proteſtants, wrote thus, Non dubito quin illius preces 


magnum momentum ad desperatam hanc causam com- 


mitiorum Sint allature + He doubted not but Luther's 
_ devotion would go near to turn the ftream. Were the 


casua comitiorum the parliament's and kingdom's cauſe 
much more deſperate than it is, and iu a more deadly 
ſwoon, prayer is of force to fetch it again, and to re- 
inſtate an outcaſt people in the favour of God. Bur then, 
ſach as have this hope, mult purify themſelves, and follow 
Eliphaz, his adviſe, Job xxii. 21. Acquaint now thyſelf 


with him, and be at peace:” otherwiſe, as Feb ſaid, 


« What peace, ſo long as the whoredomes of thy mother 
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are ſo many? Would we begin to « walk with God, If 2s 
Enoch of old, and Noah did, he would quickly put an end 
to his“ walking contrary?” unto us. Mr Fox obſerves, 
that in King Edward the VIth's time, the En « pln put to 
flight their enemies in Muſſleburgh field the ſelf ſame day 

and hour wherein the reformation enjoined hy parliament, | 


was put in execution at London, by burning of idolatrous 


-_ Such a dependance hath our ſucceſs upon our 
ience. I conclude with that of the Prophet, Iſa. i. 
19. 20. © If ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall eat 
the good of the land: but if ye refuſe and rebel, ye 
| ſhall be devoured with the ſword ; "Tor the Money 1 We 
Lord hath _ it, {4 
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